The effect of visual deprivation on beta-adrenergic receptors in the visual centres of the rat brain.
The levels of binding of [3H]dihydroalprenolol to beta-adrenergic receptors in the visual centres and frontal cortex from brains of control, dark-reared and monocularly deprived rats were compared. Receptor binding is changed in monocularly deprived rats in the lateral geniculate nuclei and superior colliculi of both sides. Scatchard analyses indicated that the changes in the [3H]dihydroalprenolol binding in the lateral geniculate nuclei were due to alterations in both receptor affinity and receptor number. No effect of dark-rearing could be detected.